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MEDIA RELEASE

The Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI) – helping increase resilience in the agricultural sector.
The Oil Mallee Association, representing mallee growers across Australia cautiously welcomes the release of the consultation paper on the Carbon Farming Initiative. 

“Once again we can see a movement in Commonwealth Government policy which will assist farmers to take control of carbon projects on their land to help improve land management practices,” said Simon Dawkins, General Manager of the Oil Mallee Association of Australia (OMA). 

On Monday the Minister for Climate Change and Energy Efficiency, the Hon Greg Combet and the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Senator the Hon. Joe Ludwig, released a framework on how farmers and landholders will be able to generate carbon credits under the Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI).  The outline of the scheme has been met with positive reviews from agricultural groups.

Releasing the framework is the first step in the consultation process.  The OMA is encouraging all stakeholders to become involved in the debate and to encourage dialogue on the issues involved with carbon farming.  The OMA has been a strong supporter of integrated carbon sequestration projects on cropping and grazing properties.  The association believes carbon projects enable farmers to simultaneously improve land management practices and diversify their activities, particularly in times of climatic uncertainty.  The OMA represents over 1000 growers and according to Managing Director, Simon Dawkins, “this is a step towards farmers being directly involved in providing offset services to emitters.  We welcome the opportunity to join farmers, foresters and landowners in designing a voluntary carbon market based on  distinctly agricultural values and better land use practice.”  
Under the scheme the Federal Government has proposed it will be possible to arrange the sale of carbon credits on domestic and international markets.
The Oil Mallees have established a prominent place as a cost effective bio sequestration system which utilises relatively low cost land and these hardy native eucalypts which are relatively drought resistant. In the past farmers have been encouraged to plant mallee eucalypts and secure environmental services such as reducing the spread of dry land salinity, reducing wind erosion, and increasing biodiversity.  
Establishing an integrated Oil Mallee system with belts of trees across cropping and grazing programs enables a continuation of contemporary farming techniques while helping to reduce the loss of cropping areas through improved land care. 
The Carbon Farming initiative, when legislated, will provide for a carbon market which will reward farmers for growing mallees.  Under the CFI, farmers and landholders can participate as individuals, or they can hire companies to manage and report on their projects.  The OMA advocates pooling to enable large scale carbon credit transactions to be developed and reduce the costs to individual farmers. The OMA is investigating how it can provide pooling and other related services to growers.
The OMA is particularly pleased that the system will apparently also enable a harvest regime to be adopted as both carbon and bio-energy can be sourced from integrated plantings without displacing productive farmland. 
 Over the next 12 months the OMA will engage with several hundred farmers in a review of the Mallee Cropping Code of Practice and also to provide guidance on how to engage in the Oil Mallee Industry and benefit from direct involvement in the carbon market. 
For further information please contact Simon Dawkins on 0412563388 or at simon.dawkins@oilmallee.org.au  or visit the website www.oilmallee.org.au
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