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MEDIA RELEASE

Carbon Pooling expert to advise on carbon farming options
As the Commonwealth Government pursues the task of progressing the Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI)  legislation through Parliament, the Oil Mallee Association is readying itself for the task of advising farmers about the requirements of the legislation and providing services to ensure they can deliver low cost carbon credits to the market.

A key to ensuring the delivery of cost effective carbon credits from trees grown on farms is to pool  smaller plantations across a number of growers.  This traditional approach to agricultural marketing could be the way to jump start the carbon market, ensuring greater volumes of credits and greater bargaining power. 

The OMA has invited Ben Keogh, a leading carbon market analyst and innovator to present at their Conference on the basis of carbon pooling and aggregation.  Mr Keogh said, “I am really keen to show how new internet technology enables a new level of simplicity for pooling carbon and empowers the farmers to engage in the market. Furthermore the Carbon Farming Initiative has enabled farmers to be the key players in the new look carbon program and the ultimate responsibility for maintenance of the carbon project rests with the land manager.
 “Simon Dawkins, the General Manager of the Oil Mallee Association , said: “As the market grows, there may be larger individual growers who will interact directly with the market, but there will still be clear advantages in pooling carbon assets  to reduce transaction costs.”  
”The CFI is a core reason to have this conference” Simon Dawkins of the Oil Mallee Association said yesterday. “The CFI potentially offers a way forward for farmers to engage in carbon projects, utilising the oil mallees, a proven hardy tree which thrives in dryland agricultural zones and can be integrated into current cropping programs.”  

The CFI was introduced into Commonwealth Parliament last week and is likely to be passed before the middle of the year. The program defines how a carbon credit is created through a number of agriculture related methodologies including forestry and the conditions that can enable the credit to be Kyoto compliant for transacting in the international market or CFI compliant for trading in the voluntary market in Australia.  Maya Stuart-Fox, the head of the CFI Branch will be addressing the conference on the progress of the legislation. 

The Conference, to be held on the 15th April will be addressed by Government and industry experts in carbon and energy as well as practitioners, researchers and innovators.  The attendees are expected to be a mix of farmers, scientists, carbon traders and people interested in the whole phenomenon of landscape repair and management and haw this is connected to the market based policies being proposed to engage the agricultural sector in the challenge of reducing carbon dioxide emissions.

Simon Dawkins said, “The program is very intensive, crammed into one day to ensure farmers do not have to spend too much time away from their impending seeding program and will enable conference attendees to come away with a lot of information.”

Contact:  OMA 94331244 or ring Simon Dawkins 0412563388 or go to www.oilmallee.org.au

April  15 : Speakers and topics
	SESSION
	SPEAKER
	

	Official Opening
	Mr John Ruprecht
	Executive Director, Agricultural Resource Risk Management, DAFWA

	Keynote
	Professor Richard Harper 
	Alcoa Professor for Water, Murdoch University

	Energy Options 
	Professor Ray Wills 
	ASEA

	Economics of Oil Mallee 
	Dr Amir Abadi, John Bartle  
	DEC/ CRCFFI

	Code of practice
	Dan Huxtable 

Tym Duncanson

	Equinox Environmental

DEC

	Initiatives and new products 
	Ian Stanley  

David McFall 
	Farmer / Rainbow Bee Eater

Farmer/Practitioner

	Carbon Farming Initiative
	Maya Stuart Fox
	Assistant Secretary carbon Farming Policy Branch, Department of Climate Change and Energy Efficiency 

	Pooling 
	Ben Keogh
	Australian Carbon Traders 

	New technologies 
	Professor  Li 
	Curtin University 

	Future Directions, new services 
	Brendon McAtee 

Peter Hudson

 John McGrath


	Landgate 

Rokit Science

CRCFFI

	Role of OMA  
	Simon Dawkins
	OMA

	Wrap up & Close
	Kevin Goss
	CRCFFI 


For further information please contact Simon Dawkins on 0412 563 388 or at simon.dawkins@oilmallee.org.au  or visit the website www.oilmallee.org.au
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Notes on Ben Keogh 

Mr Ben Keogh is Director of Australian Carbon Traders Pty Ltd. Ben’s broad experience

in the practical aspects of the carbon market coupled with an agricultural, forestry and

environmental background, give him a unique practical perspective on the implications of

emissions management policy at an individual farm level.
Having worked in both the private and public sector on a number of innovative

carbon sequestration projects, including the Landcare CarbonSMART project and the

Commonwealth Games Tree Planting Project, Ben has developed a thorough understanding

of the entire process of taking carbon projects to market. Ben has been involved in all aspects

of carbon trading from project implementation through to finalising transactions and trading

on the secondary market.
Ben has been a regular invitee to Department of Climate Change industry consultations

on the design of forestry regulations and has worked extensively with high level

advisors of several firms on the development of sales contracts, business models and the

implementation of carbon sinks projects. Ben has a practical insight into the impacts of

emissions policies on the agriculture sector and can see many opportunities and risks

farmers face in the future.
In 2004 Ben established Australian Carbon Traders with the view to providing effective

measures for farmers to access the growing carbon market. Australian Carbon Traders

continues to strive to develop farmer friendly pathways to the carbon market through

innovative programs such as the AFAR (Australian Forest Abatement Registry), the first

aggregation of privately owned forest sinks in Australia. The AFAR offers landholders far

greater choice in the management of their carbon projects through an innovative business

model that leaves the property rights with the farmer.

